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Preface

Thc contributions to this book originated as papers presented at a
conference entitled Putting Women on the Agenda, organised by Lawyers
for Human Rights, and held at the University of the Witwatcrsrand
during Johannesburg in November 1990,

Some of the papers appear in the form in which they were presented
at the conference; others have been revised by the authors to include
some of the discussion that occurred at the conference itself. The length
and style of the papers varics greatly. However, that should not detract
{rom the importance of this collection. Rather, it should be secn in the
context of the various debates and discussions taking place in South and
Southern Africa about feminism, women and law, and the constitutional
dispensation.

Many more people participated in presentations at the conference
than arc represented here, and their contributions should be acknow-
ledged regardicss of the fact that they did not prepare formal papers.

This book is not addressed specifically to lawyers, to academics, or
0 women alone. The current debate to formulate policies on gender
issues involves cveryonce. But first and foremost, this contribution hopes
0 empower women to participate in all the crucial aspects of the trans-
{ormation of South Africa.
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It is hoped that these essays will be used as a basis for discussion and
education in analysing the complexities of gender, race and class in the
South African context. They should be seen as a contribution o the put-
ting of women on the agenda for change.

Thanks is duc to DANIDA (Denmark), the Canadian Embassy, the
French Embassy, and Lawyers for Human Rights, who provided the fin-
ancial support necessary to organise the conference; and to Interfund,
which assisted in mecting the costs of publishing these essays.

Susan Bazilli
Johannesburg
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